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MOrE TO PARENTS AND TEACHERS

This comic book is part of a collection of Entertainment-Education (EE) materials that
include story books, comics, video games, films and a Teacher’s Guide. Their aim is to
help children to develop values that will help them grow and become good human
beings.

Akuchi is about thankfulness. It is about being thankful or grateful for what one has.
Thankfulness causes us to appreciate those around us and the role they play in helping
us grow into better people. By being thankful, we learn to become polite and more
sensitive to the feelings of others. We develop empathy and other interactional skills.

Thankfulness can be expressed in different ways including saying "thank you’, ‘I really
appreciate your help with this” among others. Being thankful means that what others
have done for us is appreciated however big or small.

We would like to encourage the use of this comic to teach children about thankfulness.
For example, children can learn how to express thankfulness, learn new words and
improve speaking, writing and reading skills. They can also use the comic book to
develop artistic talent. The creative use of the comic can provide many opportunities
for learning in the classroom and at home. Try to spend quality time discussing the
images, words and emotions found in each page. Used creatively, each image can be an
important learning point. Encourage learners to try out their artistic ability by coming
up with other images and stories. Learners can write their own comic and share among

themselves.

This comic book should be read alongside other materials on values including the
companion book to this title, Akuchi and the Fishing Boat by Diana Mwango. Look

out for more titles under the AHADI Readers series.

If this book makes a difference in your home or classroom, write to us. We would like
to hear from you.

Prof. Kimani Njogu,
Series Editor,
info@ahadi.org
Nairobi




LAKE NAIVASHA.

ARUCHI STANFS AT THE SHORE WATCHING
AS THE BOATS SLOWLY SAIL AWAY.

NEAREY, AKUCHI'S FATHER ANG UNCLE ESAU

WERE REFAIEING THEIR OLEZ BOATS, WHICH WEEE
MAFE FEOM FAFYEUS REEVS THEY WEEE TYING
THEM WITH ROFES TO STOF THEM FROM LEAKING.

e

GOOP MORNING
UNCLE ESALUZ

GOOP MORNING
AKUCHIZ YO HAVE

WOKEN UP QUITE EARLY
TOPAY.

YES, UNCLE. IT 1S SATURPAY ANP T
WANTEP TO SEE HOW FATHER CATCHES
FISH. ONE PAY T WANT TO BECOME A
VERY RICH FISHERMAN WHO SELLS FISH
TO THE BI1G HOTELS IN NAIVASHA PNP
NAIROE!.

OH! You WANT To

BE A FISHERMANZ / _

MY SON, I CAN TEACH YO :
HOW TO FISH. T WAS ALSO TAWGHT BY

MY FATHER. HE WAS A RESPECTEPR

FISHERMAN. WHEN You GROW WP, You
WILL GO FAR INTO THE LAKE ANF
CATCH A LOT
OF FISH.




ARUCHI LIVEZ WITH HIS FARENTS ANF UNCLE A FEW KILOMETEES
FEOM THE LAKE. WHEN HE WAS NOT IN SCHOOL, HE WOULP GO
WITH HIS FATHER TO THE SHORES OF LAKE NANASHA.

SOMETIMES, HE LOVEP SITTING UNFER A /J_,_,f B
TREE WATCHING HIS FATHER CATCH FISH. ——

HE ENJOYEP LOOKING AT THE BEAUTIFUL
BIRPS SWIMMING IN THE WATEE ANEP
FICKING FISH WITH THEIE LONG BEAKS.
THEY MAPE FISHING LOOK EASY.

AKUCH! WAS GRATEFUL THAT HE HAP BEEN BORN IN SUCH A
BEAUTIFUL FLACE. WHEN HE WAS TIEEP OF SITTING UNPER A
SHAPE, HE WOULP LOOK FOR A SHALLOW SPOT ANE SWiM, HIS

EYES ALWAYS ON THE LOOKOUT FOR HIFFOS.




THAT MOENING, HE SAT NEARE HIS FATHEE ANF

UNCLE. HE WATCHER AS THEY WEAVER THEIR “"' MY BOAT LOOKS
BOATS USING THE FAFYRUS EBEEFPS THAT AS GOOV AS NEW. NOW IT
GREW ON THE SHORES OF THE LAKE. ; CANNOT LEAK,

LET ME HELF YOU FIX
YOUR BOAT SO THAT WE CAN
A GO FISHING BEFORE THE SUN

BECOMES TOO HOT.

PON'T WOREY, ESAU.

THESE BOATS WILL VO JUST
FINE. WE NEEV TO GET SOME
FISH FOR THE CHILPREN TO EAT. WE
CANNOT GO HOME EMPTY-

I WILL USE THESE TO
MAKE A BASKET FOR
TEAPPING FISH.

YOu ENOW I AM NOT VERY GOOF
AT USING PAPYRIS. T WISH I HAP A
WOOPEN BOAT. ENERYTHING WOULP

—

BE MUCH EASIEE.

HANPED ~— \ AKUCHI'S FATHER PUSHER
I THEIE EOATS INTO THE

WATEE AN OFF THEY WENT

ARUCHI PICKEP UP THE

N\ | smace pieces oF papveis

REEFS THAT HIS FATHER ANV
VNCLE HAVZ LEFT BEHING




WHAT ARE YOIA
MAKINGZ

You NEEP TO CUT
THE REEPS. THOSE
|\ ARE TOO LONG.

f A BASKET. I
WILL USE IT TO
CATCH FISH.

HE WENT BACK TO WEAVING
HIS BASKET, ALL THE TIME
THINKING ABOUT THE MANY FISH
THAT HE HOFEP To CATCH.

THANK YOI
VEEY MUCH!

WHOSE BASKET ALL THE BEST
IS THISZ ON YOUR FISHING
MISSION.

IT IS VERY NICE.
I FNOW YOU WILL BE
GREAT FISHERMAN

AKUCH! SwaM TOWARES
WHEEE HE HAP SEEN THE
BIEFS LOOKING FOR FiSH.




AFTER A WHILE, AKUCH! FELT
SOMETHING SLIPFEEY
MOVING IN HIS BASKET.

I CAUGHT oNE? NA° h
I CAUGHT oNE? JJ®

°

TOPAY WE WILL
EAT THE FISH You
CAUGHT.

THE TWO MEN WERE SO
HAPFPY FOE Him.

AFTEE AKUCHI HAF PEIEF HIMSELF LF ANZ
PUT ON HIS CLOTHES, THEY ALL WALKEP
BACK HOME, HAPFY WITH THEIE CATCH.

WHEN THEY GOT HOME, AKUCH! TOLF HIS MOTHER, ANNA, THAT
HE HAZ CAUGHT HIS FIEST FISH. SHE WAS HAFFY FOE HIM.

THANK YOU FOR
THE FISH, AKUCH!. 1
AM SO PROUP OF
You!




AKUCH! ANZ HIS SIBLINGS LIVEF WITH THEIE
FARENTS IN A SMALL HOUSE MAFE OF WOOR

=\
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ANNA, THEIE MOTHEE,
WOEKEP IN A BIG
FLOWER FARM. SHE
FICKEP FLOWEES.

SOMETIMES, SHE BROUGHT
HOME A FEW EOSES. THE
CHILPREN LOVEP THE

FLOWEES,

| MOTHER! THANK Youl
FOR THE FLOWERS. THEY MAKE
THE HOUSE LOOK SO BEAUTIFIAL
ANP THEY REMINK IAS OF HOW

FEOM THE GREENHOUISES, THE
FLOWEES WEEE FPELIVEEEP TO A
ElG HALL WHERE OTHER WOMEN

WOHULE TRIM ANP FACK THEM,

EEAPY FOE EXFORET.

ANNA WAS HAFFY THAT THE CHILPFEN WERE GRATEFUL,
BUT SOMETIMES SHE WAS LATE IN COMING HOME. FURING
HARVEST SEASON, THERE WERE MANY FLOWEES TO PICK.

SHE ANP THE OTHER WORKERS HAF TO
HARVEST ANP FACK ALL THE FLOWEES,
WHICH WERE THEN TRANSFORTER BY
EOAF TO A Bi6 AIRFOET IN NAIROE!.




ONE EVENING, ANNA WAS LATE IN COMING HOME. SHE
FOUNP ARUCHI'S ELPER BROTHER PREFARING PORRIPGE.

GOOV EVENING
CHILPEENZ

GOOV EVENING
MOTHER!

ALTHOUGH THEY WERE HAFFY TO
SEE HEE, THEY WERE SO HUNGEY.
THEY JUST SAT THERE, HOFING
THAT SHE HAF BEOUGHT THEM
SOMETHING FROM THE SHOF

SOERSLLAALOT 0 INSIZE THE BUCKET WHERE FISH ALREAPYZ WHEN PP
WOEK AT THE FLOWERE FAEM. AKUCHI’S FATHEE ALWAYS YOU. LEABN HOW TO COOK
You CAN TAKE THE PORRIPGE KEFT FISH, IT WAS EMPTY.

AS I MAKE THE FISH. T WILL £
COOK IT VERY FAST.

BEFORE THE CHILZEEN COULT ANSWEE, e
THEIR FATHER WALKEF INTO THE KITCHEN. .

I PIPN'T CATCH ANY FISH
TOPAY, MAMA AKUCHI. MY BOAT
HAS HOLES AGAIN. WATER STAETEV
SEEFING THEOUGH. I COULF NOT GO
VEEF INTO THE LAKE TO LOOK
FOR FISH.

ARUCHI'S MOTHER HAP SOME MONEY
THAT SHE HAP BEEN FAIF AT THE FLOWER
FARM, BUT THE GROCERY STORE WAS
ALEEAPY CLOSER SHE COULT NOT BUY
VEGETABLES FOR SUFFER.




IN THE MORNING, SHE WOKE UP EARLY. KNOWING THAT THE CHILPREN |
MUST HAVE FELT HUNGEY AT NIGHT, SHE WENT TO THE SHOP ANP
BOUGHT A LOAF OF BREAF SOME EGGS ANF A FACKET OF MILK.

\ AS THE CHILZREN SLEPT; SHE
PREFAREP BREAKFAST FOR THEM. |3

WHEN THEY WOKE UF, THEY WERE SO
SURPRISEP TO SMELL THE EGGS FRYING.
{ A OH! MOTHER!

THANK YOU FOR THIS
SURPRISE. T THOUGHT I
WOULP Go TO SCHoOL
HUNGEY! '

YOU AEE WELCOME MY
FPAUGHTERE. NOW SIT FOWN
AN ENJOY.

SOON, EVEEYONE INCLUPING AKACHI. WAS UFP
ANE THEY ENJOYER THEIR HEARTY MEAL.

ONCE THE CHILPEEN HAP LEFT FOR SCHOOL, AKUCHI'S
FATHER LEFT FOR THE LAKE TO TEY HIS LUCK.

WE SHALL EAT A
MORE PELICIOUS MEAL
IN THE EVENING!/

I'M GRATEFAL FOR
THE PELICIOUS BREAKFAST.
T WILL GET SOME FiSH




IN SCHoOoL, AKUCHI'S TEACHER TAUGHT THE STANFARE FOUR FPUFILS ABOUT
BUSINESS: THEN HE ASKEP THEM TO NAME PIFFERENT TYPES OF BUSINESSES.

TEACHER,
TEACHER!

MY FATHER IS A STANP UP IN FRONT
FISHERMAN ANV HE OF THE CLASS ANP UNCLE ANP T WENT
SELLS FISH TO GET TELL US MORE. FISHING RECENTLY ANP
MONEY. SOLY THE FISH THAT
WE HAV CAMGHT.

THERE 1S ALSO A Nl / THIS MORNING, WE WERE SO
EOAT OWNER WHe / GEATEFUAL WHEN WE WOKE UF ANP
CARRIES TOURISTS FOUNF MOTHEE HAP MAPE EGGS FOR IS.
TO TAKE PICTURES MY MOTHER SHE HAP BOUGHT THEM WITH THE MOMEY
OF BIRVS AP poo womes ar a Y THAT SHE EARNED FROM THE FARM. SO, T
AM THANKFIL THAT SHE HAS A JOB. THAT IS

HIFPOPOTAMUS.
FLEWIER: ¥HPM, THE WHAT BUSINESSES PO. THEY CEEATE JOBS

WE CLAP
HOW PO WE SHOW FOR HiM/
APFRECIATION FOR HIS T
BEAUTIFUL STORYZ

gL
TS/ THANK You AKUCH! FOR
o  sHARING Youz STORY. You
: KNOW A LOT ABOUT FISHING ANP
FLOWERS. ONE PAY, T AM SURE,
YOU WILL BE A SUCEESSFUL
BUSINESSMAN.




AFTER SCHOOL, AKKICH! EAN HOME TO TELL HIS
FARENTS ABOUT WHAT HAP HAPFENEP IN SCHOOL.

OKAY, AKUCHI. T WILL
ASK YOUR TEACHER TO PLAN A
VISIT TO THE FLOWER FARM. THEN,
ALL THE CHILFREN WILL SEE
THE REP ANP YELLOW ROSES. %

I TOLP MY
CLASSMATES ABOUT THE
LAKE. THE TEACHERE SAIF
I KNOW SO MUCH

ABOUT FISHING.

I ALSO TOLP THEM :

ABOUT THE FLOWER FAEM.
MY CLASSMATES WANT TO
SEE THE FLOWEES TOO.

ARUCHI WAS SO HAPFY. HE WANTEP TO START
EATING THE REP AFFLE EIGHT AWAY...

FOR YOU! YOU FIF A
FANTASTIC JOB TOWPAY.

I AM ALSO HAFPY

THAT YOU BEOUGHT

HOME A FISH THE
OTHER PAY.

SO, THIS IS MY
WAY OF SAYING
THANK YOUL.

THANK You
MOTHER!




EVERY MORNING, AKUCHI'S FATHER WOULP GO To THE
LAKE SHORES TO REFAIE HIS OLP BOAT. IT HAP GEOWN VEEY
OLZ IT COULP NOT MOVE FAST IN THE WATEE. SO HE HAP
TO FAPPLE IT SLOWLY. THIS MAFE HiM VERY TIKEF BUT HE
NEVER GAVE UF.

MY FRIEND, WHY PON'T
You COME WITH US TO THE PEEP
FART OF THE LAKEZ THERE IS A
LOT OF FISH THERE. _

7 BUT KAMAU, VY BOAT
IS OLP AND IT CANNOT
GO FEEF IN THE LAKE.

PO NOT WORRY. JUST M
COME WITH YOUR FISHING NET. ) ¥k
WE WILL USE MY BOAT, _/

TOGETHERE WITH THE OTHEE FISHERMEN, THE TWO MEN FLANNEF TO GO FISHING AT
NIGHT. IT WAS EASIER TO CATCH MORE FISH AT NIGHT THAN PURING THE FAY.

ONE PAY, T
WANT TO CATCH
LOTS OF FISH FOR
MY FAMILY.

IT IS TIME

TO 6O BACK
HOME TO YOU
ROTHERS.

SOON IT WiLL BE
PARK ANP IT WILL NOT VLS
BE SAFE FOR You 1o e

WALK BACK HOME

AKRUCH! WALKER BACK HOME ANZ HOFER THAT HIS FATHER WOULF CATCH LOTS OF FISH.
HE WAS HAPFY THAT KAMAU HAZ GIVEN HIS FATHER A CHANCE TO FISH USING HIS BOAT.
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ONE PAY, T WILL ALSO
HELP SOMEONE IN NEEP.




WHEN HE GOT HOME, HE MET HIS MOTHER FREFARING PORRIPGE.
SHE POURER IT IN THE CLFPS ANE GAVE THE CHILPREN TO PRINK.
AKUCH! WISHEZ THAT THEY WOULE HAVE SOMETHING BETTER TO EAT.

HOWEVER, HE TOOK HIS PORRIVGE

WITHOUT COMPLAINING. TAKE THE PORRIPGE

ANP SLEEF. TOMOEEOW
LET US HOPE WE SHALL EAT FISH.
THAT FATHER WILL

GET ENOUGH
FISH TONIGHT.

YOUR FATHER
WILL COME
WITH ONE FOR
EVEEYONE. T WILL
COOK THEM WITH
SOME EICE ANP

VEGETABLES. 4

AkUCHI'S Farer | 4 .y HE LOOKEV TIRER HE
RETURNEY HOME | \ | HAZ CAUGHT EIGHT FISH.

NO PROBLEM,
: _ I WILL SHARE ONE
VERY EARLY IN THE | = WITH YOUR MOTHER.
MOENING. | SN oM FATHER! - YO CHILPEEN CAN
\ [ weveeroue ) HAVE ONE EACH.
y \_MORE FiSH!

1S THIS NOT
ENOUGHE T WILL ALSO SHARE

MINE WITH JHAMA.

MOTHER SAIF,
EACH OF 1S WOULP
HAVE ONE FISH

TOPAY!

12

THAT IS VERY
KINZ OF YOu
AKUCHI. Yo ARE
A GOOV BOY.




AKUCH! ANE HIS FATHEE LEFT THE HOUSE AT SIX ©'CLOCK. THEY WEEE
GOING TO BUY FISH FOR THE FAMILY AT THE LAKE. AKUCH!I'S FATHER
HAP PECIPEP TO STOF FISHING BECAUSE HIS BOAT WAS VERY oL

WHERE MOTHER l

NO, THERE ARE
MANY FLOWER FAEMS
IN MAIVASHA.

LOOK AT THE MOUNTAIN FAR
AWAY, CAN YOU SEE ITZ THAT IS
MOUNT LONGONOT.

THE TWO REACHER THE LAKE ANW
WALKEF FLURTHER UF ALONG THE SHORE.

TOURISTS
ALSO COME TO
LAKE NAIVASHA
TO SEE THE
HIPPOPOTAMUS.

AKUCHI, vo Yo g
EEMEMBER T TOLP You
WAITED HIS THAT MY FATHER TAUGHT
FATHER =SET ME HOW TO FISHZ
EEMEMBEREF
THE
Goor oLF

I KNOW YOuU WANT
TO BE A FISHEEMAN. T WILL SHow
YOU HOW TO BE A GOOV FISHERMAN
JUST AS MY FATHER PIP WHEN I WAS A
YOUNG MAN, THIS LAKE HAP A LOT OF BIG
FISH. BUT THE LAKE IS PRYING UP.

\ THE COMMUNITY IS NOT
PROTECTING THE LAKE ANP THE ANIMALS
IN IT. PEOPLE THEOW PIET IN THE LAKE
KILLING THE FISH. FEOFLE ARE ALSO
CUTTING FOWN TREES ANF CLEARING
3 BUSHES.

FATHER, IT WOULY =
BE SAV IF ALL THE HIPFOS IN YES, AKUCHI.
THE LAKE PISAFFEAR. THIS LAKE WAS FULL OF HIFFOS.
THE BUSHES HAZ MANY WARTHOGS.
THE TREES WERE MANY WITH VERY
MANY BEAUTIFUL BIRPS AN
BUTTERFLIES.
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I LovE
BUTTERFLIES! JUST
SAIW ONE THE OTHER
VAY.

L7 1F WE PON'T CONSERVE
THE ENVIRONMENT, THERE
WOULP BE NO BUTTERFLIES
AROUND HERE.

HOW PO WE
CONSERVE THE
ENVIRONMENT
FATHERZ

PROTECTING THE
LAKE.

BUT FATHER, EVEN IF
THE LAKE HAP A LOT OF FISH,
YOUR BOAT IS OLF. YOI MAY
NOT CATCH ANY.

AS THEY TALKEF ABOUT THE LAKE ANP THE
BOAT, AN OLP MAN AFPFECACHER THEM.

GOOV MOENING

FISHERMANZ 1 HEART YoUu Y = N
TALK ABOUT YOUR FATHER. KO
I KNEW HIM VERY WELL. =)
ONE DAY, T WAS OUT

FISHING WHEN A HIFFO FANZ
KNOCKEP OVEE MY BOAT.

S\

A

.
I WouLr
HAVE FIEP THAT PAY BUT YOUR
FATHEE CAME ANP RESCUEF ME.
I WAS SO GEATEFUL THAT HE
HAP SAVEP MY LIFE.

WHY ARE WE ALL GOING
TO THE LAKE, FATHERZ

I HAVE A
SURPEISE FOR

14



JOW! ANZ THE WHAT ARE
BOYS WALKEP WITH THEY MAKINGZ
THEIE FATHEE TO
THE LAKE. FEOM
AFAR, THEY COULY
HEAR FEOFLE
SINGING.

THEY ARE MAKING
S A NEW BOAT.

IT WAS AN oLr
FISHING SONG.
AKUCH! HAP HEARZ
THE MEN SINGING WE SHALL CATCH ALL THE FISH. THANK YOI

IT BEFORE BUT WE SHALL EAT ALL THE FISH. THANK YOU.

ON THIS 7ay, IT WE SHALL SELL ALL THE FISH. THANK YOU.
SOUNPEP LIKE IT MIGHT TAKE A PAY. IT MIGHT TAKE A WEEK,
1T HAP A NEW BUT WE SHALL CATCH ALL THE FISH. THANK You.
MEANING.

AS THEY 6OT CLOSER TO THE FISHERMEN,
AKUCH! RECOGNISER THE OLZ MAN THEY HAF
MET A FEW PAYS EARLIEE.
=
HE HAP GIVEN AKHCHI'S FATHER A TREE
TEUNK ANE THE FISHERMEN WERE KINZ
ENOUGH TO HELF HIM MAKE THE BOAT.

WHEN THEIR B
MOTHER CAME T
HOME FROM /. IT MEANS N
WOEK, THE YOUR FATHER CAN
GOOF NEWS FISH PEEP IN THE
WAS BROKEN LAKE. THAT IS Goow J
7O HER. NEWS! '-

WE AEE GOING TO
HAVE A NEW BOAT!
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muscnouc

1. How did Akuchi show he is thankful?

2. Which other values do we learn from this story?

3. How will you show that you are thankful?




Akuchi

Akuchi, a young boy who lives in Naivasha, has a passion for fishing. He wants to
become a fisherman like his father and his grandfather.

In this story, Akuchi learns about fishing, how to care for the environment and how this
will play a key role in his achieving his dream.

This inspirational story teaches us why we should always be thankful for what we
have.

Other comics in this series include:-
Amira
Nuru

Mickey and Fatuma
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Waorking Towards a Better World




